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Components of fi lm originally examined: 


Menu: Play 

Scene Selections 
Special Features 
Hard Of Hearing 


Feature: 

Lolita 

Running time: 

131.54 

Other Moving 

Beyond Film Notice 

Running time: 

0.08 

Components: 

20th Century Home Entertainment Notice 


0.26 


Copyright Warning Notice 


0.15 


Something In Her Eye 
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The Sofa 
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The Prep School Fight 
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Rehearsing The Play 
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Hour Glass Lake 
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The Enchanted Hunters 
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The Wace Post Office 
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The Swimming Pool 
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Quilty's Kitchen 
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Casting Sessions 
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Featurette 
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Lolita Theatrical Trailer 
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Other Biographies 

Components: 


Total Running time: 181.59 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Nil. 


Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence and sexual content that may offend. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on: 


16 May 2001 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD Lolita is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The publication is a DVD containing a feature that is identical to a feature contained on 
a 35mm film of the same title (OFLC No.9901004) which has been previously 
classified by the Office of Film and Literature Classification. The decision was 
registered on 26 July 1999. The classification of that film was objectionable except if 
the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 
18 years. The Film and Literature Board of Review subsequently reviewed the 35mm 
film and in a decision, dated 23 November 1999, the Board also classified the film as 
objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The feature is a serious and artistic adaptation of the renowned novel Lolita by 
Vladimir Nabokov dealing with a man's sexual obsession with a 14 year old girl. 

The DVD contains a number of other components including extra scenes, originally 
filmed as part of the feature but ultimately not used. These scenes continue the sexual 
theme contained in the feature. They are in keeping with the tenor of the feature and 
contain nothing that would affect the classification given to the film. Other components 
include a documentary about the making of the film featuring interviews with the stars 
and the director and screen tests featuring the stars rehearsing scenes. The viewer 
can also watch the feature with an accompanying audio commentary by the director. 
These extra components reinforce that the feature, and the extra scenes contained on 
the DVD, have artistic merit and a serious purpose and are clearly not intended to 
promote or support the sexual exploitation of children or young persons. 

However, while these components reinforce the obvious artistic merit in the feature 
and put some of the sexual issues arising from the feature into context, they do nothing 
to lessen the impact of the violence and the sexual content appearing in the feature. 
Therefore, the extra components do not add anything that would result in the DVD 
receiving a different classification to that given to the film. Consequently, the DVD is 
also classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted 
to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 
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